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“Nungurner the Small School with a Big Heart.”
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End of term celebration

End of term celebration.
Easter games & activities at Nyerimilang.
On Friday morning we will head down to Nyerimilang for
some Easter Fun and shared Morning Tea. We will leave
school shortly after 9:00am and be back by 12pm. Morning
Tea will be at 10:45. Everyone welcome!!
School will finish at 2:00pm on Friday.
Best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Wendy Sormaz underwent surgery this week
and is recovering in hospital in Melbourne. We
wish her all the best and hope to see her back in
Nungurner and feeling well very soon!

End of Term 1 Celebration
Term One has been a short one (nine weeks), but even so it has just flown by!! We are all pleased with the way we have
started the year, adjusting to some changes and getting to know new people. Our preps are now a well established part of
our school and are learning rapidly. It is great to have new families on board and contributing to our school. The kids have
impressed us with some of the work they have produced and we are looking forward to more great learning in term 2.
Thanks also to Audrey Stephenson for taking care of the before & after school care; this is going very well. Playgroup is also
up and running again; thanks to Mel Newcomen for taking Emma’s place. We had our first school council meeting last week;
thanks to new school council members for your time and commitment. I’m sure we’ll have a productive year.
Some of the highlights this term:
swimming program
writing persuasive texts
Reading, Reading, Reading!!
The 26th Storey Treehouse
Buddy maths
Paint icypoles/ sculptures/self portraits and many more fun art activities.
Many ‘Stars of the Week’
Our end of term celebration will be a morning tea at Nyerimilang on Friday March 27th, 9:30-11:30. Children will travel in the
bus and be back at school by 12pm. Families are welcome to join us.

Children will be dismissed at 2pm on Friday afternoon.

Love Our Lakes
Link to download free Love Our Lakes enviro-stories ebooks
www.envirostories.com.au/stories/story-books/2014books-1/
Peter and Kelly from ‘Love Our Lakes’ spent some time in the
classroom last week. The kids learnt some great stuff about food
webs that they will be able to use in their book.

Playgroup

Carpet

Can you help?
We are having new carpet
laid in the Multi-purpose
room and the office in the
first week of the holidays.
In preparation, we will
need to move furniture.
It would be really helpful
if people could stay and
give us a hand after
school on Friday.

Pupil Free Day
Friday April 17th, which is the Friday of the first week of term 2, is a pupil free day for Nungurner. Teachers will be at school
working with consultant Noelle Burdekin on performance and development and curriculum planning.

Achievement Program
Nungurner has joined the Achievement Program run by Vic Health and are working towards becoming a ‘Health Promoting
School’. Many of the things we do are aimed at making our school a healthy place to learn and work, but there is more we
can do. We have a small committee working on this and they will meet once or twice a term. If anyone is interested in joining us, please see Bron.

A health promoting school aims to:










 actively promote the health and wellbeing of its students, staff and com-

munity.
 Link health and education through the curriculum and school culture
 Empower students to take action on health and wellbeing
 Provide a safe and supportive environment for staff, students and families
 Promote respect, fairness, equality and belonging
 Integrate health into day-to-day activities and planning
 Work collaboratively with staff, families, children and young people
 Develop partnerships between schools, early childhood education and care services, the local community
and health organisations
 Seek continuous improvement through ongoing monitoring and evaluation.

Working Bee
...to everyone who came to lend a hand at the working bee on Saturday.
Great to see so many here and lots of the jobs were completed!!
Thanks also to Emma & Cate for the scones!!
We were going to fix up the old cubby but discovered the white ants have
been busy in there too, so unfortunately that will have to be demolished.
There are plans afoot though ...so stay tuned!!

Ninky’s wish List
Could families please send along any of the following items for the art program.
Small bottles/jars with lids, Milk cartons/bottles, Cardboard, Toothbrushes, Bubble wrap, Pine cones
Small smooth stones, Sea shells, Polystyrene boxes or pieces of polystyrene
Thank you—Ninky

26 Storey Treehouse
Phoebe: “The 26th Storey Treehouse was funny because the shark fins
looked like dolphin fins.”
William: “I liked it when Captain Wooden-Head got out a gun that
Terry had not made.”
Holly: “ I liked all of the 26th Storey Treehouse; it was really funny
although not as good as the books.”
Ethan: “It was REALLY funny.”
Alistar: “It was much better than the book because it was in colour and there was lots of
action.”
Lucas: “I liked the bit when the shark ate Terry’s undies.”
Lara: I liked how there were only 4 people in the whole play. They were really clever and I
liked how Terry talked.”

Aleppo Pine

Yesterday we planted the Aleppo Pine which was given
to us by Legacy to commemorate the Gallipoli centenary.

Swimming
The kids have been enthusiastic about their swimming and are improving their skills
every day. It is wonderful to see the preps taking to the water and gaining confidence.
We are swimming every day this week except Friday, when we will all be ready for a
rest!

Parenting Ideas—Lost in concentration
Lost in concentration
Michael Grose
It’s more challenging than ever to be present with our kids, and so easy to get lost in concentration on a device. Here are 5
tips to really impact and make the most of every opportunity you have with your kids.
I can’t help but admire my young colleague Sonia, mother of a 4-year-old boy and a seven-year-old girl. She is an avid user
of social media and other electronic devices, but she is disciplined enough to set them aside when she is with her kids.
Sonia chooses to focus her attention on her children, so she limits her use of communication devices to the times when
she is alone – which she admits is less often than she’d like.
Electronic devices such as tablets and mobile phones are ever present. They are heaps of fun, the source of so much
knowledge and a great way to stay in touch with others. The flip side is that their hypnotic effect is powerful so that frequently all our concentration is directed at them rather than our kids. When this happens you’ll more than likely miss
some wonderful opportunities to really impact your child.
There are five BIG opportunities available to you as a parent if you, like Sonia, choose to be in the moment when you have
children. When you are fully present you can:
1. Build their language
Recently, I saw a mother walking side by side with a young toddler playing a simple language game. She would make a
sound with her mouth and her young son would mimic her. She changed or added to the sounds and her son tried to replicate the sounds. This is language building at its most natural and finest, and wouldn’t have happened if this mother was on
the mobile phone rather than being present with her child. Whether you are with a toddler, primary aged child or a teen
the language building opportunities are endless. You just have to focus on the one you are with and let things happen naturally.
2. Teach your children about their world
Most children are naturally curious and will ask lots of questions. “Why do dogs bark?” “Why is the sun round?” “Where do
babies come from?” Yes, some are simple, some are hard to answer and some you are just not ready for. But it’s through
these simple interactions that you become your child’s first and most important teacher. My hunch is that most kids will
stop asking these questions of you if your attention is focused elsewhere, such as on a mobile phone or other electronic
device.
3. Impact their thinking
Influential British educator Charles Des Forges says, “If you want to influence your child’s thinking then you need to talk to
him. If parents want more influence then they need to talk more to their children.” According to Des Forges it’s through
the conversations that parents have with their children that they impact the way they think, as well as influence their values. Nothing kills personal conversation with a child or young person like a mobile device.
4. Build relationships
Relationships are built through common interest, good intent and respectful behaviour. I can think of no better reason for
being in the moment with your child than the opportunity it presents to build some common interest and rapport. Time
spent giving attention to your child is like putting money in the bank for the future. You never know when you are going to
withdraw some of the deposits that you’ve made, so it’s reassuring to know that you’ve made plenty of deposits of goodwill to draw on, particularly in the tricky teenage years.
5. Build memories for you
As a parent of adult children I now treasure the memories of times I was fortunate to have spent with them as young children. It’s strange how these memories resurface at the most unexpected time. Recently, I was in a supermarket and I remembered the time when I enthusiastically asked my youngest, who was three at the time, to get the box of cereal with
the big red K. Off she went feeling all important and returned with a triumphant smile armed a box of dog food. “Thanks
darling. Nearly!” was my reply desperate not to quell the enthusiasm to help that only a three year old can have.
Yes, there are million memories such as this available to parents who are willing to focus attention on the children rather
than be distracted by the lure of communication devices.
As a parent you have competing demands on your time, and the allure of communication technology can be overwhelming. However, as Sonia is so aware, the time for parents to really impact on kids is limited so you want to make the most of
every opportunity you have with them.
The key to positively influencing your kids, building strong relationships and building enough fond memories to last a lifetime is to make sure that your mind is where your body is and be fully present when you are with your kids.

Community Notices
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Modern Dance for Primary aged boys and girls
Tuesday 4-5pm. Tambo Upper Primary School Hall
$10 per person per class
Contact Tanya for futher details
0439 588 157

Community Notices
Bairnsdale Netball Association
Net-Set-Go:
BNA will be running it's NetSetGo Program 2015 in Term 2. The program will commence on Thursday 23/04/2015.
NetSetGo is an introdcution to netball where the children will participate in skills activities, minor games and generally have a good time. The program is open to boys and girls. The child must be turning 8 this year and up to 11
years of age.
Cost of the Program is $75 and includes a Participate Member Pack, Netball Victoria Membership and Registration
for our Season 2 Competition. Registrations will accepted Thursday 19/03/15, Thursday 26/03/15 and Thursday
16/04/15 at the WORLD Netball Courts at the Timekeepers Box or we can email out a registration form should you
be unable to attend either of these nights.
To register your interest and should you have any queries please email: bdale.n.a@hotmail.com

Mobile East Gippsland Shire Library
The East Gippsland Shire Library visits Nungurner fortnightly on Wednesday mornings from 11.15—12pm. The library service is available for the whole community to access the library resources. We are encouraging the community to use this service to ensure it continues to be available locally. Books, CDs DVDs, magazines etc can be
reserved online or at the bus. Could parents please complete membership forms for their child/ren which will allow them to borrow from the mobile library.
Vacation Care
March/ April School Holidays
GLCH Children’s Centre offers vacation care for your family, and
provides a SUPER EXCITING two week program featuring daily excursions
around East Gippsland
Contact us now on 5155 3946 or childrenscentre@glch.org.au for
more information and bookings.
Limited Places are available!!

