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“Nungurner the Small School with a Big Heart”
School Council Members

Dates to Remember
Monday 11th June

Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday

Emma Steele

Executive Officer

Tuesday 12th June

School Council Training

Rachel Bell

Member

Wednesday 13th June

Shire Mobile Library Bus

Ebony Howell

Member

Thursday 14th June

Bookclub orders due

Fiona Draeger

Member

Monday 18th June

Pupil Free Day

Miranda Hoarebury

Member

Tuesday 19th June

MARC van library bus

Ross Monteith

Community Member

Wednesday 27th June

Shire Mobile Library Bus

Kim Kleinitz

President

Friday 29th June

End of term 2—Reward Day

Jo van Dam

Member

23rd July—21st August

Swimming Monday & Tuesday

Merilyn Gander

Community Member

12-14th September

Grade 3/4 Camp—Allambee

Monday 5th November

Student Free Day—Staﬀ Numeracy PD

A Message from Emma
Last weekend we held our ‘Farewell to Ms V.’ taking time
together to celebrate the amazing work that Bronwyn has
undertaken in her role as Principal at Nungurner over the
past five years.

Last Friday our grade 3-6 students attended
It was great to see everybody working together as a school

the Reconciliation celebration run by the

community to put on this event. Thank you to everybody for

Lakes Entrance Aboriginal Health Association

contributing delicious food, decorating the M.P.R., providing

at Lakes Entrance Primary School. I had the

music, lights and of course the magnificent bonfire. Thanks to

difficult job of selecting one grade six student

Paul Martin for bringing the CFA truck. It was great to know

to speak about ‘What Reconciliation means to

it was on hand, just in case! So much can be achieved when
we all contribute a little bit of our time!
This event certainly brought home what a fantastic commu-

me!’ Lara was chosen and I have received several comments from Principals that she spoke
particularly well and offered a powerful mes-

nity Nungurner is and was certainly symbolic of the efforts

sage. Congratulations Lara!

that Bronwyn has made as Principal to connect Nungurner

I am proud of all of the messages that our

Primary school to its community and develop thoughtful and

grade six students composed and have shared

considerate students. Wasn’t the speech written by the Grade

these for you to read. I hope that you will

6 students fantastic!

share my great feelings of hope for the future
when you read them.

Cooking Recipe
Mexican Piklets with Guacamole and sour cream.
Ingredients
2 cups SR flour
pinch salt
2 eggs
2 cups milk
¾ cup tasty cheese
1 tsp bi-carb soda
½ cup corn kernels
½ cup capsicum diced
½ cup cooked sweet potato diced.
½ teaspoon coriander
½ teaspoon cumin
½ teaspoon paprika
½ cup chopped coriander.
Method
In a large bowl mix together the flour, salt, eggs, milk, bi-carb soda till a pouring consistency. Add
into the mixture the cheese, spices and the vegetables.
Have the fry pan at a medium to high heat and cook the piklets till bubbles form then flip over and
cook till golden brown.
Serve with guacamole, sour cream, salsa and shredded lettuce.
Guacamole
2 avocadoes
2 tablespoons sour cream
2 tablespoon salsas or 1 chopped tomato and some chopped cucumber.
Handful chopped coriander.
Salt and pepper.
1 clove crushed garlic.
Add a squeeze of a lime (or lemon).
This week our students are making spanakopita, using spinach from our garden. This will be
served with a roasted pumpkin salad! Yum!
Please remember your $2 donation

Book club—Issue 4
Thank you to all the families who have purchased books through
Scholas1c Book Club. Scholas1c donate reward points to the school
and we use these points to purchase more books for the library.
We encourage families to register online for the Book Club LOOP
payment method, this allows you to pay by credit card online and
no1ﬁes the school which books you have ordered. Please let us
know if the books are a gi7 and we can keep them in the oﬃce to
be picked up by parents.

The Great Debates!
During our writing block over the last few weeks the Grade 3/4 students have been working on persua‐
sive writing and clearly stating a particular point of view on diﬀerent topics. Students have had to lis‐
ten, plan, write, edit and read persuasive arguments to the class surrounding diﬀerent topics. We have
worked hard on understanding the language used to construct a convincing argument and can now use
the appropriate language needed so that our words will impact the reader to side with our argument.
The class also held a debate where students had been split into pairs where one person had to write an
argument for the topic and the other person had to write against the same topic. We worked inde‐
pendently on writing a convincing text that they used to read out to the class alongside their opposi‐
tion. All students did a marvellous job with reading aloud to the audience and also oﬀered wonderful
constructive feedback to the presenters.
Some topics for debate included.
•

Students should have to wear school uniforms.

•

Animal testing should be banned.

•

Being an only child is better than having a sibling.

•

Children should be given longer school holidays.

•

The grade 3/4 class should purchase a classroom pet.

•

Violent video games should be banned.

•

We should be allowed to have ﬁdget spinners in class.

Perhaps you could have a debate over the dinner table at home —I wonder who might have the most
convincing argument?

Reconciliation Week
In addition to our Grade
3—6 students attending
the Reconciliation Day
at Lakes Entrance Primary school last week all
grades P-6 explored
what Reconciliation
means. We have put all
of our student’s work up
for display in the multipurpose room. It is well
worth a look!

Prep Transition for 2018
Over the past two weeks I have visited both the Swan Reach and Lakes Entrance Kindergartens and childcare centres to offer families information about our transition program to
school. The best advocates for our school are our parents so if you are aware of any families who are in that decision making dilemma “Where do I send my child to school?” please
encourage them to come along and have a look at our school and the amazing opportunities that we can offer. Families are welcome to make a time to come along and visit.
I think that there is sometimes a perception that because we are a small school students
miss out. In fact from my experiences the smaller environment of Nungurner means that students receive greater individualised attention and support and they also have the opportunity to participate in a greater range of events.
For parents of our existing families it was great to spend time with your children at Kinder.
They looked at me in surprise, “I know you! You’re from Nungurner!”. Please find information
attached about our 2018 Transition
program.

Book club—Issue 4

Thank you to all the families who have purchased
books through Scholas1c Book Club. Scholas1c
donate reward points to the school and we use
these points to purchase more books for the library. We encourage families to register online
for the Book Club LOOP payment method, this
allows you to pay by credit card online and no1ﬁes the school which books you have ordered.
Please let us know if the books are a gi7 and we
can keep them in the oﬃce to be picked up by
parents.

Transition Program for 2019 Preps

Nungurner Primary School 1968

Greg Stevenson, Jenny Fulford, Chris Bury, Garth Fulford, Joe Cotela, Domenic
Cotela, Steven Lancaster, Danny Binsetad, Lina Saldaneri, Nancy Cotela, Gavin Fulford, Unknown, Joe Saldaneri, Josie, Cotela, Sera Saldaneri, Rosie Binstead?, Unknown, Joanne?, Unknown, Rose Cotela

It was lovely to meet some exNungurner Primary School students, who visited during the
January holidays. They enjoyed
reminiscing about school life at
Nungurner and all the adventures they had whilst a$ending
the school. They have kindly
sent some photos of past students which we will be featuring
over the next few newsle$ers.
Can you iden(fy any more people in this photo?

Sciencetastic Performance
Last Wednesday our Grade 3-6 students attended the Sciencetastic performance at the Omeo
Town Hall. It was well worth the windy road! Our
students enjoyed seeing a range of science experiments and it was a great opportunity to link
to the Science learning that our students have
undertaken in class this term.
We hope to organise a day in the last week of
term, where our students will put on a science
show for parents and one another. They will conduct experiments to explain their science understandings.
Here are some comments from our students
about the
Science show:
“When Ruth and Tim used the Vortex Cannon to
make smoke rings it was amazing!” - Sarah
(This was a favourite of most of the kids and
teachers!)
“The bubbles filled with smoke were amazing!” Rusty and William
“Amber had to go up on stage and race another student using magnets” - Trinity

From the Art Room
I apologise to Mr Laybourne. I missed sharing the student’s artwork with
you last newsletter. Mr Laybourne was absent on Monday but here is a
catch up of the great artwork happening from P-6.
Students have been focussing on fundamental art and design elements, as well as how different material and mediums can change the ‘look’ and feel’ of a finished artwork. Junior Students are exploring the difference between oil pastels and paint pens – using indigenous patterns to inspire their own works. Middle School Students are finishing off their investigation
into polygon shapes and how they can be applied to creative works. Senior Students are taking a break from random shape creations, working with ‘drawing with the right side of the
brain’ – purposely concentrating on how our brain controls the way we create images.

Jack’s finished work of
a shark based on
polygon shapes.

Charli expressing her
thoughts on how this
beach installation
artwork is inspired by
natural shapes and
Patterns

From the Art Room

Junior Students hard at work.

Artists of the Week:
Ethan and Charli with their
creative artworks.

What Reconciliation means to me!
Our Grade sixes reflected on what Reconciliation means to them. Reading their
reflections gave me great hope for the future! It certainly made me think about
the importance of creating an inclusive and respectful world, where everyone
is given the same opportunities and people are treated with respect, acknowledging and accepting difference.

What Reconciliation means to me – Phoebe
What Reconciliation means is that Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people learn to trust each
other more and learn about one another’s culture but they also bond with one another.
No one should be excluded from anything, no matter the skin colour or culture. It is not fair
what happened to Aboriginal people in the past. Aboriginal people should not have been
treated differently and their children should not have been stolen from them.
Even though over time things have slowly got better for Aboriginal people we still have work
to do to make sure that everybody is treated fairly. The most important thing that we need
to do is to acknowledge that we are all just like one another.

Reconciliation – What it means to me!
William
Reconciliation is about acknowledging and respecting Aboriginal people. Whether Aboriginal
people are outside, at home, at school or in this room right now we need to respect their cultures and where they came from. We need to love and embrace their culture.
Reconciliation is about making sure that Aboriginal people have the same rights as everyone. Things are improving slowly in this manner and we are almost there but we need to
keep pushing to get that last step, the final turn. We know that in history Aboriginal people
were treated badly but Reconciliation is about me and everybody coming together and saying sorry. I am sorry that we took your children away, I am sorry that we took your land, I am
sorry that we disregarded your people.
I personally am very sorry and now I wish that we can come together. Celebrate and learn
about Aboriginal culture, acknowledge our mistakes and all come together, each and every
one of us!

What Reconciliation means to me!
What Reconciliation means to me! - Sienna
Reconcilia(on is a very special (me and means a lot to Aboriginal people. Reconcilia(on is a (me where we remember and celebrate Aboriginal history and culture. We acknowledge and pay respect to Aboriginal people.
Reconcilia(on is about Aboriginal people believing in themselves and being proud of their culture. It is when we
learn more about one another, a,er all we should all just get together and be friends.
We all have to work together and get along. We should ask Aboriginal people about their lives and culture. We
can’t just see what will happen next, we all need to work together. Aboriginal people should not be excluded
from our world and judged by non-Aboriginal people. Instead we should learn about the past, celebrate our
amazing cultures and move on together. This is what Reconcilia(on means to me!

Reconciliation—
Reconciliation—Lara
Reconcilia(on for me is about acknowledging the rights and celebra(ng the amazing culture of Australia’s ﬁrst
people. In the past we have been rude and disrespec1ul to the people who owned the land for many centuries
before European people came.
Reconcilia(on week is a (me that we learn about this amazing culture and celebrate the rights of Aboriginal
and Torres Straight Islanders. I believe that everyone, no ma$er what race or background should all have the
same opportuni(es in life. Everyone deserves to be trusted and respected. Nobody should be excluded or treated diﬀerently to other people. We are all the same at heart and all have the same rights. It is important that all
people are treated and cared for fairly. It is not okay to discriminate against people because they are diﬀerent.
Australia is a peaceful and free country. It is up to us to make it and keep it that way. We are the future so let’s
respect and acknowledge everyone. Reconcilia(on lets us think about all of this and helps us to work together
to make Australia and the world a be$er place for everyone.

Reconciliation—Ethan
Reconciliation is about acknowledging the traditional owners of the land, respecting them and their
continuing culture.
Reconciliation to me is about non-Aboriginal people saying sorry for how Aboriginal people were
treated in the past. We stop and say sorry for what happened and for the damage that we caused
you.
Now we will work together to try to seal the gap, to understand one another and to heal the wound
that we left on you. We will celebrate your amazing culture and learn from one another.

Before and After School Care—2019
To ensure that we have a viable Before and A7er School Care program for our Nungurner families we
ask you to consider this op1on.
Depending on numbers the sessions will be either at Nungurner or Swan Reach Primary Schools and
Audrey Stephenson will be the carer.
The program will be organised through Uni1ng Care Gippsland Family Day Care.
UCGFDC can take up to 7 children per session; the cost this year has been $8.90 per hour, per child, with
some rebates for Childcare beneﬁts for those eligible.
We are asking families that will need before and/or a7er school care in 2019 to ﬁll out the form below
indica1ng children’s names, on the days and 1mes required.
Even if you think you might use this service at some 1me please complete the form as it is very
important we get an indica1on of numbers so we can work out the details of the program.
We will need to provide UCGFDC with conﬁrmed enrolment numbers by December.
We understand that families may not have deﬁni1ve plans for 2019, but an indica1on would be beneﬁcial
to the sustainability of the program.
The following ﬂyer indicates the current sessions available, however this may change depending on the
needs of families.
Please come and talk to us if you have any ques1ons.

————————————————————————————————————————
Before and A7er school care.
Name:___________________________________________________________________

Monday
am
7:30-8:45

pm
3:15-5:30

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Before and After School Care—2019

Parenting Ideas—Michael Grose
Helping children achieve sustained school success

EDUCATION/LEARNING

by Sharon Witt
The new school year is well and truly underway and thousands of kids (and their parents) across
the country are settling in for a full year ahead. For some children, this year marks their first step
into their school journey, while for others it is a chance for new opportunities, friendships and educational experiences. Here are some tips to help your child navigate the school year ahead:

1. Communicate with school
Communica(on with the school is important in aiding a successful school year for your child, whether they
have just started at the school or have been there for several years. Familiarise yourself with your child’s
class teacher. If your child has any speciﬁc learning or behavioural issues it is important to communicate
these with their teacher early on in the year. Don’t assume that all relevant informa(on will be passed on
from previous teachers. It is well worth sending an introductory email to a new teacher outlining any informa(on that would be helpful in rela(on to your child, including any strategies that have been successful in
the past. Far from ini(a(ng ‘red ﬂags’, this informa(on is actually much more helpful for teachers than having to ﬁnd out themselves.
Be sure to communicate any early concerns regarding your child’s experience at school to the class teacher
as soon as you become aware of them. Teachers can only deal with informa(on you share with them, so by
all means, call or email the school and make an appointment to discuss any issues. Avoid trying to have a
serious discussion with the teacher at the beginning or end of the school day as this is o,en the busiest
(me for teachers. Booking an appointment (me is desirable unless it is an urgent ma$er.
2. Give organisa(onal tools to support success
Children thrive on rou(ne and being able to visually see what is happening in the school week ahead. Crea(ng a family calendar, whiteboard or wall chart that is visible to your child is helpful. Include important
events such as camps, sports days and excursions.
It is also helpful to set up a communica(on tub or tray in the home where your child can place any no(ces
they bring home, forms that need signing or books that need to be checked or worked on for homework.
When children have a place for things it creates an environment that supports them gaining organisa(on
skills and increased independence. Having a place to put their school bag each a,ernoon and encouraging
them to empty out their lunch box and unpack no(ces is important.

3. Provide support with homework
Homework can be a struggle for both your child and yourself as a parent, especially when you are exhausted at the end of a working day. To enable your child to complete any set homework, ensure your child has
a well-lit space where they can complete tasks, with the correct tools on hand – pens, rulers, whiteout, paper, etc. (a sta(onery tub or set of small drawers is helpful for the home).
Priori(se (me to sit with them and guide them through their homework. If homework is becoming burdensome in your home and causing extra stress to your child, communicate this to their class teacher.
4. Prepare for a successful day ahead
Ensure your child gets plenty of sleep. Children should be averaging around 8 to 12 hours of sleep each
night. Make sure they have a regular bed (me and s(ck to it wherever possible. Reading before bed(me
can be a helpful way to end the day and set the scene for a good night’s rest.
The best way to set up a successful day ahead is for your child to eat a healthy breakfast and take a nutri(ous and balanced lunch with them, including plenty of snacks to keep their brain focused throughout the
day.
5. Make (me to chat about school
Keep the lines of communica(on open with your child. Ask them ques(ons about their day and look for any
signs that they might be experiencing any concerns, par(cularly social issues. Remind your child that you
are always available to listen. At the end of dinner (me each evening you could ask each family member:
“What went well for you today?”
6. Assist with friendships
Making and maintaining friends is an important aspect of your child’s school life. Ask your child regularly
about the friends they are making at school, who they are playing with and how they are interac(ng with
others. Get to know your child’s friends where possible and look for opportuni(es to grow your child’s social experiences, par(cularly if you have a shy child. If there are social concerns at school, make sure you
communicate these as early as possible to the class teacher.

Sharon Wi$
Sharon Wi$ has been immersed in teen world for over two decades in her role as a Secondary
teacher, Author and Presenter. Sharon is one of Australia’s leading book authors for young people.
She has wri$en 12 books for young people to help guide them through many of the issues they
face in early years and help them develop key strategies in building resilience.
www.sharonwi$.com.au
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