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Dates to Remember
Monday 10th June

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
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Wednesday 12th June

SHIRE LIBRARY BUS

Tuesday 18th June

School Council 7pm
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Wednesday 26th June
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Ebony Howell
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Ross Monteith

Community Member

Kim Kleinitz

President

Jo van Dam

Parent Member

Merilyn Gander

Community Member
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Pupil Free Dates 2019
Wednesday 26th June

Stories in the Wall—grade 5/6

Friday 28th June

Last day of Term 2

Monday 15h July

First day of Term 3

We have two more Pupil Free Days
remaining for the year. These will be:
Term 3: Monday 12th August
Term 4: Monday 4th November

A message from the Principal
Wow! What a lot has been happening at Nungurner:
NAPLAN—well done kids a great effort from all of you!
RECONCILIATION week— With a fantastic theme this year ‘Grounded in Truth’
UNIT WORK—What’s that living in my backyard?
AUSKICK clinics run by Callan
SECRET AGENT SOCIETY, social skills program
HEALTHY LIVING—Photography workshop
And don’t forget about the most important thing … lots of great learning in classrooms—fantastic writing, learning about addition, great reading. So impressed!
Keep up the great efforts everyone!

Reconciliation Week
This years theme ‘Grounded in Truth Walk Together with Courage’ is a great reminder that we all have a role in ‘working together’ Whether engaging in challenging
conversations or unlearning and relearning what you know, this journey requires all
of us to walk together with courage.

Thank you Elizabeth!
Today we said thankyou to our wonderful
volunteer Elizabeth, who has been helping in
our P-2 classroom every Tuesday, since last
year. Elizabeth and her husband have recently
sold their property in Metung and are about
to move to Jervis Bay so that they can enjoy
some warmer weather and be closer to family
in Sydney.
Elizabeth has been a delight to have in the
classroom and we will miss her. We have all
grown fond of Elizabeth and have loved her
gentle and polite nature and fantastic support
when working with our children, assisting
with reading and writing. On Tuesday we
gave Elizabeth a special morning tea to thank
her for volunteering. Elizabeth thanked our
kids for welcoming her into our school. We know
that she enjoyed her time here and is looking
forward to helping out at a local school once
settled in Jervis Bay!

Best Wishes Elizabeth!

Reconciliation Week

Year 3-6 News
This term students have been working on persuasive writing. They did a fantastic job of writing
convincing arguments and adding supporting evidence to back up their arguments. As well as
writing persuasive texts students continued to
work on writing descriptions. Students did an
amazing description on what is it like to live in
Nungurner and used beautiful adjectives to describe our area.

Last week the grade 3-6 students engaged in a
photography workshop about living a healthy
lifestyle. They then had to create a piece of
writing about what it means to be healthy.
There was a variety of text types written
such as poems, raps, songs, persuasive pieces
and information reports. Well done on all of
your efforts in writing!
Our reading focus has been on retelling a story.
Students have been using the retell rope as a tool
of how to write an excellent retell. In reading
groups students have been using a range of strategies to comprehend genres. A particular strategy
has been locating information and using that information to
answer
questions.

In numeracy students have been learning about money and creating a budget. The students worked in
partners to create a budget for a family of four to
go to Melbourne for the weekend that included accommodation, transport, activities and food. The students also worked brilliantly together to plan a day at
adventure park and had a lot of fun doing so!
Thank you for keeping up with the 3-6 news. We hope
you have a relaxing and fun week!

Year 3-6 News

Written By Lachie Davis

School Council News
At our last School Council meeting we revised and updated our Child Safe Policy as part of our commitment to the Child Safe Standards.
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The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all Victorian early childhood services and
schools, to ensure they are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect.
As part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to implemen4ng the recommenda4ons of the Betrayal of
Trust report, which found that more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse in our community,
there is a new regulatory landscape surrounding child safety, underpinned by the Child Safe Standards
A link will be made available on the Nungurner Primary School website to the Child Safe Standards &
the Child Safety Commitment and Code of Conduct under Policies.

Nungurner Primary School is commied to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will
be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Nungurner Primary School is commied to providing a
child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard
about decisions that aﬀect their lives.
Every person involved in Nungurner Primary School (staﬀ, parents and students) has a responsibility to understand the important and speciﬁc role he/she plays individually and collec&vely to ensure the wellbeing and
safety of all children. Nungurner Primary School has zero tolerance towards child abuse or neglect and will act
to protect all children from harm.

Working Group—
Group—A Vision for Nungurner Primary School
At our May school council meeting we discussed the need to develop a long term
‘vision’ or plan for our school grounds, so that we can direct funding and fundraising
activities towards maintaining and improving our school environment.
We would like to create a master plan for our school grounds, prioritising maintenance
and improvements. We are asking for our school community to get involved and contribute your ideas for what kind of environment you like to see us create at Nungurner. Please offer any suggestions / ideas to Joanne Van Dam or myself. We are also
looking for family and community members who have skills in gardening, designing,
landscaping and building. If you or somebody you know has skills that could support us
as we work through this process please let us know. We will be forming a working
group who will collaborate to make our vision come to life! Please come along and have
your say.

Wednesday 12th June - N.P.S. Working Group
Meeting at 7pm Nungurner Primary School
Multi-purpose room—please let us know if you can attend!

Playgroup

Our playgroup has been in full swing
on Monday mornings with families
enjoying a range of fantastic activities.
Our playgroup generally begins with
children coming in and settling by
playing with a range of toys. Children share some fruit, read a story,
go outside to explore the natural environment and return to listen and
dance to music. It is an action
packed morning and a lovely opportunity for families to catch up!

Playgroup

Stories in the Wall
Earlier this year I applied on behalf of the TUBBS schools for a group of
children from grades 5 –6 to participate in a writing program run by
the Arts Centre in Melbourne. We were successful!
Our grade 5 &6 students will collaborate with a group of children from
Metung and Swan Reach Primary Schools to work with playwrights to
develop a story. Students will initially work with the playwrights to develop their story via videoconferencing and then in term 3 the playwrights will visit our school and work with our students, developing and
recording a selected story.

Sporting Schools
Last week we began our first Auskick clinic as part of our Sporting
Schools program. Our students are learning how to pass and kick the
football to one another. Our coach Callum, is a player for the Bairnsdale
Football club and has previously been in the AFL draft and has been a
player for Gippsland Power.
We’re looking forward to the remainder of our sessions on Wednesday afternoons this term.

MADAME SAMSON—FRENCH
Bonjour,
In the coming weeks, our students will work on the Family
topic, learning how to introduce and describe the members
of their family in French. We’ll be working on this topic un4l the winter school holiday.
Grades 3 to 6 have been tested on their knowledge of
numbers up to 20 and the results were absolutely impressive and showed they’ve kept that great a9tude towards
learning a new language.
We are also going to start an email exchange with a primary school in France. The school is in Neuville sur Authou,
in Normandy. It actually is the school I went to as a child. The kids in this school are learning English and have speciﬁcally been talking about Australia. They produced le=ers and recorded themselves talking about their life in
France. Our students already know how to introduce themselves in French, saying hello, their name and age so
they’ll be sending a presenta4on of themselves and their school to France too.
All our kids have kept their great a9tude during their French lesson and are trying to speak as much French as
possible. I highly encourage them to con4nue speaking their mixture of English and French, « Franglish », which
shows how their brain can adjust so well to a diﬀerent language. I really would like to acknowledge the growing
eﬀorts of :
Charlie and Anna in Prep-2 for daring a lot more to par4cipate in the classroom.
Luke, Amber, Jara, Lisa, Jordan and Tahlia for their constant eﬀort and par4cipa4on.
This week, I also would like to share with you some news that I started sharing with our students last week. Unfortunately, I won't be able to ﬁnish this school year with them all, the reason being quite a joyful one : I am expec4ng a baby for November. As long as we both feel ﬁne and healthy, we'll happily come to school every week
for our French lessons. Your kids have already oﬀered to be its English teachers so you might seem me back early
in 2020 anyway !

Bonnes semaines à tous!

Madame Samson

Congratulations to Emmanuelle on her exciting
news. We look forward to meeting your little one
and will be more than happy to have you back in
2020. I’m sure that the N.P.S. kids would be
more than happy to learn all about babies in
French!

P-6 Inquiry Unit Work—
What’s that Living in our backyards?
Museum Victoria—’Minibeasts in our Backyard!’ Videoconference 31st May, 2019
Last Friday we participated in a videoconference with the Melbourne Museum called
Mini-Beasts in your backyard. Schools from across Victoria connected to the video
conference. We learnt about the features of a variety of insects including spiders, butterflies, stick insects and beetles. We were shown many insects from the museums collection and were amazed by some fascinating facts. Did you know that there are over
350,000 types of beetles in the world and that beetles make up 40% of all insects!
There are eight times as many beetle species as there are fish, amphibians, reptiles,
birds and mammal species put together! Students had the opportunity to ask questions, we had some great questions from our Nungurner students, but unfortunately
we were not selected to ask ours. I’m sure we can ask our resident ‘Entomologist’ Vicki
or do some research to find out our answers.
Our students worked really during our
videoconferencing session. They listened
beautifully and remained focused throughout the 45 minute session. Well done!

Winter Sports

Well done to our grade 5/6 students for displaying great sportsmanship and teamwork during the recent
Winter Sports compe44on. Our students joined with students from other TUBBS schools to form teams in
soccer and netball. It was a great opportunity to compete, meet other students and have fun together.

ART—Mr Laybourne
It’s hard to believe it is already week six of term! Students
from all grades are beginning to consolidate skills learnt
throughout the year, and apply them to more ‘personalised’
works, allowing them to choose their theme, yet using specific
artistic skills. Finishing up the term will see students using
paint and ink to create templates for their individual artworks.
Matilda and Cohen
examining real-life
insects specimens for their
‘Steampunk-inspired’ insect artworks.

Matilda, Harry, and Charlie really
‘looking’ to get their insect drawings
accurate.
Work by Tahlia

ART—Mr Laybourne
“Mechantisphibious”, by Jara
Lisa’s insect study ‘Bumble—wasp bee’

Great work Sarah! We particularly
like the name of this steampunk
insect! Take a close look!

Artwork by Amber
Lisa’s insect study!

P.E. —Mr Laybourne
In PE, grade 3-6 students are focussing on recording fitness,
strength, flexibility and speed. While Junior Students are
concentrating on balance and hand-eye coordination.

Ollie and Charli working on their balancing skills and hand-eye coordination.

And finally, here is some information
for the upcoming event in which students may want to a part of to showcase their lantern artworks. I will pass
on more information as it comes to
hand and get closer to the Winter Solstice (Saturday June 22nd)
Our students have recently made lanterns which can be used for this event.
The parade with lanterns will begin at
the Rotunda in Lakes Entrance at
4.30pm on Saturday the 22nd June.
It’d be great to support the Lakes Entrance community by attending.

Attendance—Every Day counts
Every Day Counts
Primary School A#endance
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s educa4on. Students learn new
things at school every day – missing school puts them behind.
School is be#er when your child is there
Why it’s important
We all want our students to get a great educa4on, and the building blocks for a great educa4on begin with
students coming to school each and every day.
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for
success in the later years of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can
aﬀect their educa4onal outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, wri4ng and reading.
Ge)ng in early
A=endance pa=erns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early
years of school will oIen con4nue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test scores than
their classmates.
It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school.

In Victoria school is compulsory for children and young people aged 6 -17 years
Student Absences
The main reasons for absence are:
Sickness – There are always 4mes when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital
that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and developing good sleep pa=erns, ea4ng well
and exercising regularly can make a big diﬀerence.
Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during
the term. If you are planning to go on holiday during term 4me, make sure that you talk to your child’s
school in advance, and work with them to develop an absence learning plan.
“Day oﬀ” – Think twice before le9ng your child have a “day oﬀ” as they could fall behind their classmates
– every day counts.
Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can be
many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together.

School refusal - School refusing children will experience signiﬁcant emo4onal distress not only when going
to school but also at the thought of going to school; they may be absent from school for weeks or even
months at a 4me. School refusal diﬀers from truancy as children generally stay home with the knowledge
of the parents and despite their best eﬀorts to encourage their child to go to school.
See: My child or teenager has anxiety

Every Day counts
Being away from school for one day a fortnight equals missing 1.5 years over 13 years of school
If your child is away
If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure they
don’t fall behind:
Inform the school
Speak with your child’s classroom teacher and ﬁnd out what work they need to do to keep up.
Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan.
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as
possible.
Openly communica4ng with your child's school about all absences is a good way to prevent a=endance issues being escalated to a School A=endance Oﬃcer. A School A=endance Oﬃcer is a Department of Educa4on and Training Regional Director who has authority to follow up a=endance issues. Chronic or ongoing
a=endance issues that are escalated can lead to an Infringement No4ce being issued to parent/s.
If you’re having a=endance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work
together to get your child to school every day.

Top a#endance 8ps for parents
Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by contac4ng your
child’s school and asking for advice and support
Remember that every day counts
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can
aﬀect their educa4onal outcomes and their social connectedness
Talk posi4vely about school and the importance of a=ending every day
Open and prompt communica4on with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea
Avoid making rou4ne medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family holidays
during the term
Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s a=endance and wellbeing. Schools want
to work in partnership with parents to support student a=endance and wellbeing.

Further informa8on
For more informa4on and resources to help address a=endance issues, visit:
h=ps://www.educa4on.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/studentmanagement/a=endance/Pages/improvea=endance.aspx

Community Notices

