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“Nungurner the Small School with a Big Heart”
Dates to Remember

School Council Members

22/8/19—19/9/19

Swimming Lessons

Emma Steele

Execu ve Oﬃcer

Tuesday 27th August

Circus Oz Grade 3-6

Rachel Bell

Parent Member

Tuesday 3rd September

Trash Puppets Grade P-2
Performance @ Swan Reach PS

Ebony Howell

DET Member

Jo Naylor

Parent Member

Tuesday 3rd September

MARC van library

Miranda Hoarebury

Parent Member

Tuesday 3rd September

School Council Mee'ng 7pm

Ross Monteith

Community Member

Wednesday 4th September

Trash Puppets Workshop @ Nungurner PS Grade P-2

Kim Kleinitz

President

Jo van Dam

Parent Member

Wednesday 4th Sept

East Gippsland Shire Library

Merilyn Gander

Community Member

11th-13th September

Karoonda Camp—Grade 3/4

6th & 10th September

Personal Safety Talk

Tuesday 17th September

MARC van

Wednesday 18th Sept

East Gippsland Shire Library

Friday 20th September

Last Day of Term 3

Pupil Free Dates 2019
We have one more Pupil Free Days
remaining for the year. This will be:
Term 4: Monday 4th November

A message from the Principal
We just seem to be ge3ng busier and busier at Nungurner! So many wonderful opportuni'es and events are happening for
our students. This term we have already experienced a host of addi'onal ac'vi'es from Stories in the Wall, Japanese Day,
Athle'cs and Book Week and we are only half way through the term!
We wish our students a:ending the District Athle'cs on Friday the best of luck! We know that you will do a ﬁne job represen'ng both Nungurner and the TUBBS cluster of schools. We are looking forward to beginning our annual swimming program on Thursday. It is always fantas'c to watch the extent to which the
students' progress in their swimming.
In week 7 and 8 our students will par'cipate in some TUBBS arts performances. Our grade 3-6 students will a:end a Circus Oz workshop and our
P-2 students will view a performance from the group Trash Puppets and
then complete a puppet making workshop to make their own puppet.
Please save your recyclable waste for this workshop!
It has been great to see our Nungurner families welcoming our two new
families the Rossi's and the Edward's. We're really happy that the kids
have se:led in well and we are looking forward to having you in our
school community. I'm sure we'll be twis'ng your arm to help out in no
'me!!!!

Book Week
We had a fantas'c 'me celebra'ng Book Week yesterday. It is great to see kids ge3ng excited about books. Thank you to everyone for your eﬀort in organising costumes. It was
great to see an array of book characters from superheroes to outback classics like Waltzing
Ma'lda and 'meless characters from Li:le Red Riding Hood and Alice in Wonderland. I love
that we had both the Mad Ha:er and Alice in a:endance on Monday. I will put away the
splendid Captain Underpants ouCit for another decade or two!
We had a great 'me with the Kinder kids from Swan Reach and Lakes Entrance Pre-School
and the Nungurner Kids demonstrated their great skills at working together, guiding and
helping the kinder kids to complete some gorgeous Book Week ac'vi'es. We enjoyed reading and making Rainbow Bears and it was fun to see the Kinder kids make their gorgeous animal masks aDer reading The Dress Up Box. We invite the Kinder children to introduce them
and familiarise them with the school environment. It is a great opportunity to show oﬀ our
beau'ful li:le school.

Art—Jobi Laybourne
It’s hard to believe we are already halfway through Term Three! The recent focus (pardon
the pun) has been on eyes and their symbolic meaning in many different cultures, then appropriating the central shape to create all sorts of creative and imaginative artworks – from
machines and animals, to alien creatures.

Ollie, Cohen, Matilda and Charli exploring
all things related to eyes.

‘Dinosaur Eye-Creature’ by Lachie, inspired by
the Ancient Egyptian ‘Eye of Horus’.

Work in progress by Jara.

PE—Jobi Laybourne
In PE, students have been developing their athletic skills such as high jump, hurdles, baton
passing, shot put and discus throwing.

Patty showing great form in the high jump!

Belle working on her hurdling skills.
Jobi Laybourne.

Swimming
Our annual Swimming Lessons started today. This year we chose to have students par'cipate in two sessions per week over a ﬁve week period so that we could maintain a solid
block of learning each week and reduce the 'redness that students some'mes experience
during a block of intensive swimming. Our days and 'mes are altered in week 9 to accommodate our grade 3/4 camp. Due to our increased student enrolments this year we are really relying on parent helpers to assist us to transport students each day to swimming. We
can transport 22 students using the Metung Community Bus and the Nungurner Bus. We
have 10 addi'onal students to transport to and from swimming each day. Please see the
list of dates below and let us know if you can help out. If we are unable to get enough volunteers we will need to ask parents to pay for a chartered bus each day, which will add an
addi'onal $60.00 each day to our swimming costs.
Survival Day will be held on the Wednesday 18th September, the last week of term. Dates
for this week were changed due to our early dismissal on the last day of term. Students will
need to wear a t-shirt and shorts over their bathers.
Thursday 29th August

Friday 30th August

Thursday 5th September

Miranda Hoerbury (5
children)
Madame Samson (6
children)

Kim Kleinitz - (6 children)

Miranda Hoerbury (5
children)
Madame Samson (6
children)

Friday 6th September

Monday 9th September
(camp week)

Tuesday 10th September (camp week)

Kim Kleinitz (6 children)

Lessons begin at 2.15 3.00. Parents can pick
up from the pool at
3pm / from school at
3.30pm.
Thursday 19th September

Lessons begin at 2.15 3.00. Parents can pick
up from the pool at
3pm / from school at
3.30pm.

Wednesday 18th September
Survival Day Wear t-shirt and shorts
over bathers.

Final day of swimming

Japanese Day
Our annual Japanese Day was again a great success this year. Our Japanese Exchange students from Yaei
High School in Sagamihara, Japan par'cipated in our cultural exchange day.
This year Sarah, Tahlia, Jordan and Rusty greeted the students and accompanied them down to the Nungurner Je:y to show the Japanese students just how close we are to the magniﬁcent Gippsland Lakes. They
welcomed the students, did an Acknowledgement to Country and spoke to the students about what the
Lake means to them. They shared their knowledge of the Burrunan Dolphin and checked out the views
from the je:y, ﬁnding sea horses and jellyﬁsh in the water below.
Upon returning to school we all welcomed the students and shared a delicious morning tea, showcasing
some Australian fruits and treats, including delicious scones and Anzac biscuits made by Shari Eastley.
The students shared some Japanese tradi'onal stories and this year taught us some Japanese games.
'Fruits Baskets' - a bit like musical chairs and "daruma-san-ga-koronda', this game shared some similari'es
with What's the 'me Mr Wolf?' We also played our 'Fruit Salad' game out on the basketball court. It was
great to show our students that we're not that diﬀerent aDer all!
We provided a guest speaker Caitlin Jackson from the Marine Mammal Founda'on to present an informa'on session to both the N.P.S. students and the Japanese students about the Burrunan Dolphin. Hopefully the students got to see one when they explored the Lakes. We sent home a great message about the
importance of reducing waste.
Japanese Day is a fantas'c opportunity to build our students cultural understanding and is a tradi'on that I
hope we can con'nue for many years to come!

How does my Body work? How can I look after it?
As a part of inquiry unit of work our students will participate in some personal safety sessions with our Student Support Services team on Friday
6th September and Tuesday 10th September. Students will learn, at an
age appropriate level, strategies that they can use to reduce the risk of
child abuse. One of the key messages in Protective Behaviours is that
when schools, home and the community work together to send a consistent message to children that they:
1) Have the right to feel safe at all times
2) Can talk with someone about anything, no matter what it is
We can reduce the risk of child abuse and provide our children with skills
and strategies to keep them safe. Statistics show that children are more
likely to be harmed or abused by someone that they know. The Stranger
Danger message is not enough to keep our children safe. Please see
Emma if you would like to know any further information.

Marine Champions Program –Sponsorship
The Marine Mammal Founda'on is oﬀering children aged
10-18 an opportunity to apply for sponsorship to join the
Marine Champions Program.
The sponsorship will allow applicants to par'cipate in unique ac'vi'es and guided MMF expedi'ons, during both the school holidays and intermi:ently during the school term. As
part of this program, par'cipants have the opportunity to develop and implement their
own sustainability ini'a'ves, learn about local and global marine ecosystems, visit the Melbourne Museum and Melbourne Zoo in unique guided ac'vi'es, and par'cipate in outdoor
ac'vi'es, such as sightseeing boat excursions, guided beach and nature walks, and standup paddle boarding.
If your child is interested in applying for this sponsorship please come and see Emma or Vicki for an applica'on form.
Applica'ons close by Friday the 30th August, 2019.

Keep children safe in public with these 5 ideas
By Catherine Gerhardt
There is a strong shiD away from the old rule of “never talk to strangers” to “never go anywhere with anyone without asking permission ﬁrst”. A child who has been taught to never
talk to strangers may feel they have nowhere to go if they ﬁnd themselves lost in a shopping centre or other public place.
As parents we need to emphasise who is a “stranger”. Your deﬁni'on and your child’s may
be quite diﬀerent. Engage with your children to help them understand that a stranger is
simply someone whom they do not know. We do not know if someone is good or bad just
by looking at them. Rather, we need to teach our children about “strangeness”, which is
way down at the feeling level. This is about helping kids recognise that something doesn't
feel right, and then to trust and act on those feelings.
Five ways to enforce the new rule:
1. Never go anywhere with anyone without asking permission ﬁrst
This is the new fundamental rule to keeping kids safe. This rule must NEVER be broken. Regardless of if it is a school, public or family func'on, work with your children to ensure they always ask an adult for permission before going oﬀ with ANYONE.
Classic “what if” scenarios are worth their weight in gold. “You are at school and walking
back to class aDer snack when a man comes up to you and says he is looking for his son’s
class. He asks you to go with him to show him where it is. Do you go?”
Use temp'ng scenarios that are relevant to your child, such as puppies or toys, and discuss
safe op'ons and strategies in each case.
2. Your personal alarm
Children have an innate sensi've personal alarm, which we can teach them to use. This is
their natural defence system. Work with them to iden'fy and recognise the physical and
environmental signals that cause their alarm to sound. Knowing that a rush of adrenalin will
cause physiological changes in our bodies and ac'vate our personal alarm is a good start. A
child’s personal alarm will present the same physical and emo'onal cues that an adult’s
will.
3. Trust your ins.ncts
Have you ever go:en “the creeps”? Maybe it’s the idea of snakes, mice or heights that does
it for your child. Encourage them to draw on how it feels when they get the creeps. Ins'ncts
are those feelings you get when something or someone makes you feel uncomfortable. Ins'ncts are the physiological changes that happen to our body when our personal alarm
goes oﬀ.

Keep children safe in public with these 5 ideas cont….

Physiological changes include no'cing that you feel scared or nervous, your tummy feels
upset and your heart is racing. And you know what? Our personal alarm is right 100% of the
'me.
4. Personal space vs. safety zone
Most kids understand the concept of personal space. How many 'mes have we heard,
“Stop invading my personal space!” Most people feel comfortable within an arm’s length of
others. However, do your kids recognise their safety zone? Teach your child to be aware of
their surroundings. If a “strange” person is too close, suggest they back away and maintain
their safety zone. A safety zone is much bigger than your personal space – at least three giant steps bigger.
5. Safe places, safe people
There are 'mes when a child must ask for help quickly and ins'nc'vely. We already know
that not all strangers are bad, that most strangers will help a child who is lost or upset. It is
situa'ons that are safe, not places. Talk with your child and reinforce that he or she must
ALWAYS use his or her skills with ALL people, including those presumed safe. Encourage
your child to tell an adult they trust when someone or something has frightened them.
As parents we need to empower our children with self-conﬁdence and trust in their ability
to sense when something is just not right. It doesn’t ma:er if they can ar'culate it; they
just have to feel it.
For more ideas to keep kids safe visit the Daniel Morcombe Founda'on.
To ﬁnd out more about Catherine Gerhardt's great work about keeping kids safe online and
oﬄine visitKidproofsafety.com.au
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