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Dates to Remember
Wednesday 5th February, 2020

Prep Rest Day

Wednesday 12th February, 2020

Prep Rest Day

Monday 17th February, 2020

School Photos

Wednesday 19th February, 2020

Division Swimming—
Orbost
Prep Rest Day

Wednesday 26th February, 2020

Final Prep Rest Day

Monday 9th March, 2020

Labour Day—Public
Holiday

Thursday 19th March, 2020

Netball Clinic T.B.C.

Friday 27th March, 2020

End of term 1

WELCOME BACK!

School Council Members
Emma Steele

Execu ve Oﬃcer

Rachel Bell

Parent Member

Ebony Howell

DET Member

Jo Naylor

Parent Member

Miranda Hoarebury

Parent Member

Ross Monteith

Community Member

Kim Kleinitz

President

Jo Van Dam

Parent Member

Remaining Pupil Free Days 2020:
Term 2:
Week 3 Monday 27th April, 2020
Term 4:
Monday 2nd November, 2020
A special welcome to our new
Prep students Ella McInnes,
Charlie Smythe and Jack
Naylor. We are looking forward
to lots of learning with you
throughout your primary school
years!

A Great Start for Our Kids
It was great to see everyone return to school safe and sound at the end of last week.
We have had a stressful summer and I know that we haven’t been able to relax to
the extent that we’d have liked.
Everyone has been impacted by the devastating bushfires that have spread throughout East Gippsland and whilst our lovely community of Nungurner was spared from fire
the flow on effect has meant that many of our families have suffered significant
stress and loss of income. I’m certain that we all know somebody who has suffered
property loss and whilst we consider ourselves lucky we also need to acknowledge that
the fires have had a significant impact on all of us, including our children. If you or your
child need some help following the bushfires please don’t be afraid to ask for support.
I have attached some bushfire recovery information at the end of the newsletter and
as always I am available to chat with if you have any concerns.
Despite our hectic summer it has been pleasing to see the kids settled back at school.
A big welcome back to our students, staff and families. Seeing all of you has made me
so excited for the year ahead!
This year we welcome three new preps to Nungurner! We wish Charlie, Ella and Jack all
the best as they begin their learning journey with us. They have settled in beautifully
with lovely manners and great enthusiasm for school! They will have Wednesdays off
throughout February as they adjust to their new school routines.
We also wish Kat the best of luck as she steps into the classroom teacher role. We’re
excited to be working with you and I think that the kids have already cottoned on to
the fact that they’re going to have a fun year of learning ahead!

We look forward to working together throughout 2020!
Cheers,
Em

Specialist Timetables
Please find attached the specialist timetable for our grades. Mr Laybourne will continue
to run Art and P.E. on Mondays. It would be great to ensure that the kids have runners
on Mondays and Fridays for sport and P.E. Each fortnight we will have MARC van library sessions. In term 2 & 4 this year we will have MARC Van weekly and students will
participate in STEM sessions.
Madame Samson is spending term 1 on family leave and will return to teach French in
term 2.
We’re looking forward to resuming cooking and gardening this week. Thank you to Bron
for her assistance in the Veggie garden. We would love some more volunteers to help
with cooking and gardening. If you, or a family member, are available to help please see
Emma.
We look forward to having Yoga and Music on Fridays. Thank you to Rachel, Rhonda and
Vikki Shaw from Crashendo for your amazing efforts! We’re very lucky to be able to offer
our students such a range of learning opportunities.
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Playgroup
Our playgroup has resumed for 2020. At the end of last year we consulted our playgroup families and decided that Tuesday mornings would suit the majority of our families.
Kat will continue to lead our playgroup, with a little bit of assistance from Michele now
and then. Our grade 3-6 students will participate in MARC van sessions during this time
and I will look forward to working with the grade 3-6 students each fortnight.
Please let any young families that you know about our fantastic playgroup!

Family—update details
Today we are sending home family update details. Please ensure that you update these so that we have current contact details and emergency contacts.
Please also ensure that you check that friends / family members contact details are also updated.
We always hope that we won’t have to contact you but it is vital that we
have up to date information in the case of an emergency.

School Photos—17th February, 2020
Our annual School Photos will be taken on Monday 17th February. Rosie Broughton will again
be our photographer this year. Could all students please ensure that they wear full school
uniform. School photo envelopes have been sent
home with the newsletter. Please return your
envelope by Thursday 13th February.

Bushfire—Camps, Sports and Excursion Funding
Supports are in place to help families that have suffered financial losses
during the bushfire period. This year all students in East Gippsland will
again be eligible for Bushfire CSEF—Camps, Sports and Excursion Funding.
This funding is not means tested and will provide each student with $375
to go towards costs associated with camps, sports and excursions.
Families who have a current health-care card or pension card are also eligible to receive the standard CSEF funding, $125. If you have previously applied at Nungurner Primary School you do not need to apply again. If you
have a child who has just enrolled at Nungurner you will need to apply.
Please see Vicki for further information and assistance.

Bushfire Relief
We are in the midst of a period of unprecedented bushfire and extreme weather events
across Victoria. Many members of our community have been impacted by the bushfires.
Support is being offered to help those of our students affected by the bushfires in the
15 Local Government Areas of Ararat, Alpine, Ballarat, East Gippsland, Glenelg, Golden
Plains, Indigo, Mansfield, Northern Grampians, Pyrenees, Southern Grampians, Towong,
Wangaratta, Wellington and Wodonga, to return to school at the beginning of Term 1
2020.
Families that have been impacted during the current bushfire season can receive assistance for each student family member to cover the cost of uniforms including school
shoes, books and stationery, and other essential school items.

Support is available to all students whose families have been impacted by:
•

Loss of family home - $1200

OR
•

Loss of income through volunteering to fight bushfires - $500

OR
•

Loss of livelihood/income caused by bushfires - $500.

If you have been impacted, please complete the appropriate support request form
(attached to the newsletter) and return it to the school.

Please note that families will be asked to confirm their eligibility for this support.

With kind regards,

Emma Steele

Attendance
This article on school attendance can be found on the Department of Education and Training’s
Website. I encourage all parents to read this information and be aware of the importance of
attending school every day, unless unwell. If your child cannot attend school on a particular day
please let us know before 9.30am. It is now a Department policy that schools must make
contact with families if there are unexplained absences.
Primary School Attendance:

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at school every day – missing school puts them
behind. School is better when your child is there
Why it’s important
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students coming to school each and every day.
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will
set them up for success in the later years of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and
reading.
Getting in early
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or
in the early years of school will often continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive
lower test scores than their classmates.
It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school.
In Victoria school is compulsory for children and young people aged 6 -17 years
Student Absences
The main reasons for absence are:
Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill.
It’s vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and developing good
sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference.
Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and
not during the term. If you are planning to go on holiday during term time, make sure that
you talk to your child’s school in advance, and work with them to develop an absence learning
plan.
“Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind
their classmates – every day counts.
Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission.
There can be many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together.

School refusal - School refusing children will experience significant emotional distress not only
when going to school but also at the thought of going to school; they may be absent from
school for weeks or even months at a time. School refusal differs from truancy as children generally stay home with the knowledge of the parents and despite their best efforts to encourage their child to go to school. See: My child or teenager has anxiety
If your child is away
If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to
ensure they don’t fall behind:
Inform the school
Speak with your child’s classroom teacher and find out what work they need to do to keep up.
Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan.
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as possible.
Openly communicating with your child's school about all absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues being escalated to a School Attendance Officer. A School Attendance Officer is
a Department of Education and Training Regional Director who has authority to follow up attendance issues. Chronic or ongoing attendance issues that are escalated can lead to an Infringement Notice being issued to parent/s.
If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so
we can work together to get your child to school every day.
Top attendance tips for parents
Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by contacting your child’s school and asking for advice and support
Remember that every day counts
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness
Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day
Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea
Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family
holidays during the term
Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing.
Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing.
Further information:
For more information and resources to help address attendance issues, visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/studentmanagement/attendance/Pages/
improve-attendance.aspx

Grade 3-6 News
Welcome to the 33-6 class for 2020!
Thankyou to staff, students and families who have made me feel very welcome at Nungurner. We have had a busy start to the year, being mindful of the very different holidays the children have had. Everyone has settled into routines, with the Year 3s and 4s
very excited that they have their own tubs! We have been focusing on getting to know
each other, sharing experiences and emotions, and becoming familiar with classroom expectations.
Over the next few weeks our learning will be based on narrative texts, place value and
our inquiry unit on “Respectful Relationships”, as well as continuing a focus on our learning
environment and how to be the best learner you can be.
If you have any questions or concerns please come and find me at school for a chat, or
contact me on 0411 276 471.
Cheers, Kat

Sorry the photographer (Emma) didn’t quite manage to catch all of the 3-6 students!

Note for parents:
Kat will be on leave for two weeks from 24th February to 6th March. The lucky duck
was bought tickets to accompany her Father on a cruise to New Zealand, prior to
gaining her position at Nungurner. Steve Smith will be working with the students
whilst Kat is away. Have a great trip Kat and we will look forward to hearing about
your travels when you return.

Grade P-2 News
Welcome back to our fabulous P-2 class. Our grade 1 & 2 students have welcomed our
preps and are helping them to learn new routines. We have been beginning each morning
with some play-based learning. This is a great opportunity for our students to get to
know one another and it helps our preps to ease into their big days at school.
Over the coming weeks we will begin our Prep entry assessment and monitoring of our
grade 1 & 2 students. Our prep—2s will complete the English Online Interview and
the Numeracy Interview. This assists us, particularly with the preps to identify each
child’s specific learning needs. So that we ensure that we target each child’s specific
needs.

Looking forward to lots of learning in
2020!!!!

Community Notices

If you would like to place a community
notice please email to:
nungurner.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
We aim to send out our newsletter once per
month.
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Community Notices
All primary school aged kids are welcome and the ﬁrst day is come and try for free. If then kids want to
join in for the rest of the program it is $89 and includes a backpack, hockey s ck, ball, shin pads & playing vest.
Lisa James
SRHC President
0418384073
Illusion.lisa@hotmail.com
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All Residents of Nungurner
are invited to a

Community BBQ
at the Nungurner Foreshore Reserve
Friday February 7th, 2020
5.30pm onwards.
During the evening the Nungurner Community and Coast Ac on group will hold a quick
mee ng to keep you updated on the ac vi es in the area. There is no obliga on for you
to be involved in this mee ng; however as a resident of Nungurner you would be welcome to par cipate if you wish.

New members are always welcome
Annual Membership of NC&CAG of $5.00 is due and payable
• The mee ng is open to all the community but you must be a ﬁnancial
member to vote on any resolu on.
•

For the BBQ please bring your own food and drink.
Don't forget a chair and table if you wish.

