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Return to School!

School Council Members

We are so looking forward to having all of our grade
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Execuve Oﬃcer

3-6 students return on Tuesday 9th June. It was de-

Rachel Bell

Parent Member

Jo Naylor

Parent Member

Miranda Hoarebury

Parent Member

greet their friends, smiling and running freely in the

Ross Monteith

Community Member

yard. Just gorgeous!
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President

Our Prep—2 students have settled back into their

Jo Van Dam

Parent Member

Rod Edwards
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Katherine Sharpley

DET Member

lightful to watch our P-2, and some of our grade 3-6
students return to school on Tuesday 26th May. It
was like a scene from a movie, watching children

learning although we have noticed the children getting tired and hungry as they adjust to the school
routines. Early to bed and some extra fruit in the
lunch box would be fantastic!

Thank you to all of our wonderful parents for the assistance that you gave to students during
Learning from Home we know that it has been challenging but feel proud that together we
have been able to maintain student
learning throughout this unprecedented
time. Thank you everyone for helping to
keep our staff and students safe and
healthy. We appreciate that parents
have stayed out of the school grounds
at drop off and pick up times. It is the
opposite of how we like to operate at
Nungurner but important that we continue to try and prevent the spread of
COVID-19.

TIME CAPSULE
As a way of remembering our time ‘Learning from Home’ we have
asked the children to bring an item to be put in a time capsule, it
can be a photo if the item is too large or precious. It could be a
photo of where they worked, the favourite pencil they used, something that was created during this time…
Could children in P-2 please bring their item to school on Thursday
4th June. Grade 3-6 students please bring
something next week.
2020

What a comfy reading nook for daily
reading Awesome Lachie!

Talulah’s special red pencil! We
had quite the conversation over
Webex deciding which pencil to
write with! Mrs South and Emma
will remember this pencil fondly!

in

YOGA - via WEBEX
Last week Rachel ran our Yoga session via Webex. She was in her oﬃce in Bairnsdale whilst
the P-2 students were in the mul!-purpose room. We had a technical issue and couldn’t see
Rachel, we could however hear her. It was amazing to see how far the P-2 students had
come with learning Yoga. They knew all of the poses and listened and enjoyed the session
despite not being able to see Rachel model the poses. Fantas!c eﬀort kids!
Look at these two peaceful characters! Ollie and Harry were amazing!

Welcome Back P-2
I wish I took more photos! It was delightful to see the P-2 students back on
Monday. So many smiling faces. I’m sorry I didn’t get to capture all of them!
The kids were happy to be back sharing their experiences of remote learning.
Last week we focused on resettling the students back into school and reestablishing learning routines. Well done on your efforts settling back into
school kids you’ve done a great job!

3-6 News
We miss you Grade 3-6 kids and can’t
wait to have you back on Tuesday!
Here are some shots of Olivia showing us
her book dress up and Lachie in his favourite reading spot and Tyson showing
us how he does Learning from Home in
style!!

The kids have been enjoying their unit
of work investigating Natural Disasters.
Last week the children had to make a
model of a Natural Disaster. Well
done to Olivia Rossi for her fantastic
model of a volcano. Lots of effort
went into this!
Tom enjoyed
making a volcano in the
sandpit, using
Bicarb Soda
and vinegar to
make a volcano erupt! Very
dramatic!
We can’t wait
to see all of
you in person
next week!

Reconciliation Week

On Wednesday 3rd June our students will parcipate in Bairnsdale West Primary School’s
Reconciliaon Week Assembly broadcast via YouTube. The theme for this year’s Reconciliaon Week ‘In this together’ is so appropriate for 2020! In light of events in America and the
impact of COVID-19 it is so important that we connue to work together as a society to ensure equitable access to health, educaon and equitable treatment of all members of our
society.
This is why we parcipate in Reconciliaon Week:
Reconciliaon is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families, communies, organisaons and importantly as a naon. At the heart of this journey are relaonships between the
broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We strive towards a more just, equitable naon by championing unity and mutual respect as
we come together and
connect with one another.
On this journey, Australians are all In This Together; every one of us has a role to play when it
comes to reconciliaon, and in playing our part we collecvely build relaonships and communies that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures.

This is the message that we live and breathe through our Nungurner value of ‘Working
Together’ something that we need to strive for every day.

Feedback from families—Learning from Home Survey
Learning from home was a massive change for schools, teachers, students and families. To
capture what we have learnt from our learning from home experiences the Department of
Educaon has created a short survey for parents. We will also ask our students to complete a
survey to capture their experiences. This informaon will assist us to drive school improvements and ensure that learning from home works as well as possible if needed in the future.

As a school we would also like to ﬁnd out about what you learnt about your child’s / children’s
learning throughout the learning from home experience. Whilst it hasn’t always been easy we
have loved the level of parental support and involvement in learning. We would love to maintain greater parental support and involvement in our children’s learning and are seeking your
ideas on how we can do this. We know that when parents are involved and show an interest
in their child’s learning it has a posive impact on their child’s educaonal outcomes. What
would you like from us so that we can keep you involved in your child’s learning? In the ﬁnal
comments secon of the survey there is a space for you to oﬀer your suggesons. We look
forward to your feedback.
To complete the survey please follow the links below. The survey will be open unl 26th June,
2020.

Living our Values

STICK AT IT!, MAKE GOOD CHOICES,
WORK TOGETHER, RESPECT YOURSELF,
OTHERS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Congratulations to the following students who received an award
at assembly this week:
All of the Grade 33-6
students

For fantasc eﬀorts developing your independent learning
habits during COVID-19.

Ollie Robertson

For great use of class me to complete your recount well
done! We like how you stuck at it and completed your
work in the me allowed.

Charlie Bob

Wow! What a fantasc job you did to complete your recount independently. I like how you used your knowledge
of sounds to spell unknown words. Well done!

Luke Bury

For improving the standard of your work over the learning
from home period.

Grace Cole

For organising yourself and working independently while
working from home.

Thank you
Thank you to the Cole family
for dona!ng 4 chickens to
Nungurner Primary school.
The children are enjoying
feeding the chickens each
day and they are looking forward to collec!ng eggs.

Health and Safety COVID-19
As all of our students return to school on Tuesday the 9th of June I would just
like to remind our students and families of the steps that we have taken to
reduce the risk of COVID-19. Thank you for continued support.

Breakfast Program
Beginning in term 3 Nungurner Primary School will begin running a School
Breakfast Club Program on Friday mornings. All students will be invited to
have breakfast at school on Fridays from 8.15 - 8.45. Coming together for
breakfast has a positive effect on learning, concentration and students’ behaviour and it’s been shown to improve relationships. Miranda Linford has
kindly offered to help us run the Breakfast Club program and students will be
supervised by staff. If you are also interested in helping out please let Emma
know.
The School Breakfast Club program is supported by Foodbank Victoria and
the Department of Education. Students are provided with cereal, toast, fruit
juice and some fruit for breakfast. During winter we may also offer some
toast and baked beans.
We look forward to sharing further information with you down the track.

Environment
Pu4all fungi

Greenhood Orchid

Pu4all Fungi

Twining Fringe Lily

We are very fortunate to have a na!ve
bush environment within our school
grounds. The children are encouraged to
visit this area with the support of a staﬀ
member to ﬁnd and learn about the local
na!ve plants and animals. We have recently found a variety of fungi and na!ve
greenhood orchids.

Earth Star Fungi

Greenhood Orchid

Charting a new course for kids post COVID-19

POSITIVE PARENTING

by Michael Grose
While we’ve been denied access during the COVID-19 pandemic to activities such as
playing group sport, spending time in a café or meeting with friends, there’s been plenty of upside too.

Discussions with friends reveal that family life has been a big beneficiary from the physical distancing measures. Comments such as “It’s so good to slow down,” “I cherish the
time I’m spending with my children,” and “I’m discovering the joy of having real conversations with my teenager” point to the positive side of getting off the family roundabout many of us have been on.
Though the restrictions placed on society are of course challenging, the imposed period
of social isolation has provided an opportunity for parents to forge new habits that have
potential to bring more joy and less stress to their children’s lives once the threat has
subsided. Here are some ideas to consider while charting a new course for kids post
COVID-19.

Significant personal hobbies
Our previous reliance on organised, adult-initiated activity to keep kids busy came at
the expense of child-initiated hobbies and interests. The rise of personal digital entertainment and communication technology in recent years has also contributed to the demise of hands-on hobbies such as collecting, crafts and music.
The Scandinavians have long valued the positive impact of hobbies on a person’s wellbeing and quality of life. In turn they encourage (and in Sweden’s case heavily subsidise) the uptake of hobbies and personal interests from a very young age.

Personal learning centres
Experts agree that the future of work will be characterised by constant change, requiring workers to continually learn and upskill if they are to adapt. Our children will need
to see themselves as continuous learners if they are to succeed in this uncertain future.
The home is a great place to plant this concept in young minds and there’s no better
way to do this than establishing their own personal learning centre. Start small with a
bean bag, a small book shelf and build from there. It’s the idea rather than the physical
setting where the learning significance lays.

Mix of alone and group activities
Life in social isolation has meant family members have had to compromise. Extroverts who love to be surrounded by people have had to give parents and siblings the
space they need. Introverts who prefer their own company have been sharing their
time, space and company with other family members. Post COVID-19, consider encouraging kids to experience a mixture of alone time, allowing for personal reflection
and family time, which promotes family connection. Both are essential for healthy
wellbeing.

Mental health practices
This period in isolation has offered an opportunity to embed good mental health
practices in children and young people. Three key health practices to continue include healthy eating, plenty of exercise and good sleep patterns. Add regular mindfulness practice, deep breathing and the opportunity to spend plenty of time in nature and you’ll be establishing a strong mental health and wellbeing framework for
life.

Deep eldership connection
Increased one-on-one time between parents and kids has been a positive side effect
of life in social isolation. The opportunity for parents to connect with children and
young people with greater depth and meaning is a return to eldership, practised by
past generations. Eldership, where parents shared their wisdom and their vulnerabilities with young people, when combined with healthy rites of passage is a timehonoured way of preparing young people for adulthood.
This period of social isolation has provided a rare opportunity for parents to renew
and refresh their children’s lifestyles, and in some circumstances, reboot family lives
as well. It would be a waste to climb back on the busy roundabout of life once the
COVID-19 pandemic has subsided, without making some positive changes to the
way we live.

Winter By The Sea

